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 Mr. Chairman, 
 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the States Parties of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 
other States Parties to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC).  
 
Pending a consensus on a comprehensive legally binding instrument on the balanced and non-
discriminatory implementation of all provisions of the Convention, the Group reaffirms that the Review 
Conference, as the forum to make substantive and procedural decisions, constitutes as the only authority 
for reviewing the operation of the Convention with a view to ensuring that the purposes of the Preamble 
and provisions of the Convention are being realized. 
 
In addition, as decided by the 2017 MSP, I quote, the “Ninth Review Conference will consider the 
work and outcomes it receives from the Meetings of States Parties and the Meetings of Experts and 
decide by consensus on any inputs from the intersessional programme and on any further action.” End 
of quote. 
 
Given the role, substantial workload and mandate of the Review Conference, NAM Group is of the 
view that the ninth Review Conference in 2021 may be held in line with established practice and the 
decision to this effect may be taken at the end of the current intersessional process, after taking into 
account all factors and considerations. 
 
Thank you  


